
Publish a newsletter that gives local crime news;
recognizes Neighborhood Watch 
Captains and other people, who have helped the
police by reporting and highlights community
activities.

Make a resource list for your Neighborhood Watch
members phone numbers to call for emergencies;
child abuse, victim services, lighting, street repair,
mediation services, youth activities, etc.

Work with local building code officials to require
adequate locks and other security devices in new
homes and buildings.

ORGANIZE A COMMUNITY CLEAN UP DAY

Don't forget events like a Fourth of July parade or a
pot luck dinner that give neighbors a chance to get
together.

REMEMBER: 
Neighborhood Watch groups are not vigilantes and
do not assume the role of the police.  They only ask
citizens to be alert, observant, and caring and serve
as extra eyes and ears for law enforcement and for
their neighbors.

If you have any questions, call your Neighborhood
Watch Captain or the Crime Prevention Office.

KEEP THESE NUMBERS CLOSE TO THE TELEPHONE

911
Block Captain's phone number

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
We invite you to join the partnership.  You can
become a Reserve Police Officer, join a Community
Neighborhood Watch Group, attend the Citizen’s
Police Academy, become a Police Volunteer,
participate in a citizen ride-along or just
communicate your concerns and ideas to our
Officers.

Together, we can make a difference!

For more information contact:
COMMUNITY ACTION

&  
INFORMATION UNIT

(650)  903-66357  OR (650)  903-66707

City of Mountain View Police Department
1000 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA  94041

Web Site Address:
http://www.mvpd.gov

Email Address:
police@mountainview.gov
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COMMUNITY CRIME PREVENTION

MOUNTAIN VIEW POLICE DEPARTMENT
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crime in progress.

Give your name and identify yourself as a 
member of a Neighborhood Watch group.

Describe the event in as brief a manner as 
possible.  Where, When, How, and Who did it?

Report if the crime is in progress or if it has 
occurred.

Describe the suspect - what sex, race, age, 
height, weight, hair color, clothing, accent, beard
or mustache, and distinctive characteristics or 
clothing.

Describe the vehicle if one was involved - color, 
make, model, year, license plate, special 
markings, dents, which way did the vehicle go?

KEEP NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH GOING AND GROWING

Just because crime declines, do not let your
Neighborhood Watch group die.  Stay alert and
aware, be neighborly, and look to other activities to
enhance community safety and well being.

Conduct home security surveys and Operation
Identification for elderly and handicapped residents.

Organize citizen patrols to walk around streets or
apartment complexes and alert police to crime and
suspicious activities.  Cars with CB radios can patrol.

Organize meetings that focus on current issues such
as isolation of the elderly, drug abuser, crime in
schools, after school programs, child safety, and
victim services.

By reducing opportunities for crime, looking out
for your neighbors, and acting as extra eyes and
ears for law enforcement, you as a member of a
Neighborhood Watch group, can improve the
quality of life in your community.

First, check security in your own home.  Your
police department may provide a free home
security survey.  Make sure there are good locks
on exterior doors and windows and use them.
Don't forget to lock up when you go out, even if
it's only for a few minutes.

Trim shrubbery that hides doorways or windows,
and join Operation Identification to mark
valuables. 

If you leave for a vacation, use timers on lights
and radios to make your home appear lived in and
have a neighbor take in your mail and newspapers.
Make an effort to know your neighbors and their
daily routines.  Keep your block map near the
telephone for emergencies.  Check your
neighborhood for things that might contribute to
crime like poor street lighting, abandoned cars,
vacant lots littered with debris, or boarded up
buildings.

An important responsibility of Neighborhood
Watchers is to report anything suspicious to the
police department.  

LOOK FOR

Someone running from a car or home.

Someone screaming.  If you can't determine 
what the screams are for, call the police and 
report it.

Someone going door to door in the 
neighborhood or looking into windows and 
parked cars.

Any person who seems to have no purpose 
wandering in the neighborhood.

Any unusual or suspicious noise that you can't 
explain, such as breaking glass, or pounding.

Vehicles moving slowly, without lights, or with 
no apparent destination.

Business transactions conducted from a vehicle.
This could involve the sale of drugs or stolen 
goods.

Offers of merchandise at ridiculously low 
prices.  They are probably stolen.

Property carried by persons, on foot, at an 
unusual hour or place, especially if the person is
running.

Property being removed from closed businesses 
or residences known to be unoccupied.

A stranger entering a neighbor's home or 
apartment that appears to be unoccupied.

A stranger in a car stopping to beckon to a child.

A child resisting the advances of an adult.

HOW TO REPORT

The police need to have accurate information, as
quickly as possible, about a suspicious activity or
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